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highest laws as capable of intention. And yet the
study of nature forcibly impresses us with the idea
of design lying somewhere.

This leads us to the conception of a designing
mind lying behind the furthest causes, of the nature
of what are called second causes, that we are able to
attain to, or that we could even conceivably attain to
by purely scientific investigation.

Let me illustrate my meaning by analogy to a
thing we are very familiar with. Suppose a civilised
intelligent man came from a country where there was
no such thing known or heard of as a timepiece of
any kind. Suppose he found a watch which lie was
not at liberty to open for examination. All he could
observe would be the motion of the hands. He
would notice that the spaces passed over corre-
sponded to the interval from sunset to sunset, the
same or very nearly so from one day to another; and
for shorter intervals he would find that while he was
executing a certain task capable of being repeated in
almost exactly the same way, suppose walking over
a certain distance at his normal rate, the hands
would move through the same angle one time as
another. By such observations he would learn that
the motion of the hands gave a measure of time, and
he would have no hesitation in saying that the watch
had been designed for this object, though how it was
brought about lie would not know. Now, suppose